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1. Introduction

This comprehensive report provides a detailed overview of How the *Elden Ring* Meme Template
Became the Internet’s Dark Souls. Our editorial team has compiled verified facts, recent
updates, and contextual background for researchers, professionals, and general readers alike.

From &quot;Genshin Impact but make it Elden Ring&quot; to &quot;Bernal but make it a
Tarnished,&quot; the *Elden Ring* meme template has reshaped online humor. Explore its origi...

2. In-Depth Overview

The Elden Ring meme template didn’t just arrive—it descended upon the internet like a Golden
Seed, rewriting the rules of digital satire. What began as a niche joke about the game’s
punishing difficulty became a cultural phenomenon, birthing everything from "Bernal but make it
a Tarnished" to "Elden Ring but make it [anything]." The template’s flexibility is its genius:
it’s equal parts absurdity, existential dread, and a love letter to FromSoftware’s design
philosophy. The internet, ever hungry for irony, latched onto it with the same ferocity as a
Margit of the Fell Order chasing a lost soul.

Yet for all its virality, the Elden Ring meme template isn’t just another gaming joke cycle.
It’s a symptom of a broader shift—where niche fandoms dictate internet trends, where memes
evolve from static images to dynamic, interactive formats, and where the line between parody and
worship blurs into something indistinguishable. The template thrives in this gray area, its
humor rooted in the game’s own contradictions: a world of beauty and brutality, where every
victory feels earned and every defeat is a lesson in humility. The internet, in turn, has
weaponized this ethos, turning it into a framework for mocking everything from office culture to
dating apps.

The template’s power lies in its simplicity. At its core, it’s a three-act structure: 1) a
premise ("Elden Ring but..."), 2) the execution (a Tarnished avatar or a FromSoftware-esque
twist), and 3) the punchline (the inevitable suffering or triumph). But beneath the surface,
it’s a reflection of how modern audiences engage with media—through fragmentation, remixing, and
a shared language of exhaustion and resilience. Whether it’s a Reddit thread dissecting the
psychology of the Elden Ring meme template or a TikToker reimagining corporate life as a Carian
knight, the format has become a cultural shorthand for the digital age’s collective mindset.

The Complete Overview of the Elden Ring Meme Template

The Elden Ring meme template is less a joke and more a cultural algorithm—a self-replicating
meme format that adapts to any context while retaining its DNA. It emerged in late 2022, shortly
after Elden Ring’s release, as players and outsiders alike recognized the game’s unique blend of
lore, difficulty, and aesthetic as a perfect vessel for satire. The template’s structure is
deceptively simple: take an existing concept (a movie, a job, a relationship) and reframe it
through the lens of Elden Ring’s worldbuilding, mechanics, or tone. The result is a meme that
feels both familiar and alien, like stumbling upon a hidden boss in the depths of Liurnia.

What makes the template enduring is its scalability. It works as a one-liner ("I need to level
up my social skills like I level up my Intelligence stat"), a visual meme (a Tarnished standing
over a defeated "boss" labeled "My Landlord"), or even a full narrative (a Twitter thread about
dating as a quest for the Elden Ring). The internet’s obsession with the template isn’t just



about Elden Ring—it’s about the game’s ability to serve as a mirror. Players and non-players
alike project their struggles onto the world of the Tarnished, finding solace in the idea that
even the most mundane battles (deadlines, breakups, gym memberships) can be framed as an epic
quest. The template, in turn, becomes a coping mechanism, a way to laugh at life’s
inevitabilities by comparing them to the suffering of a character like Malenia, Blade of
Miquella.

Historical Background and Evolution

The Elden Ring meme template didn’t invent the concept of "gaming as metaphor," but it refined
it into a sharper, more adaptable tool. Early iterations appeared on Twitter and Reddit, where
players began repurposing Elden Ring’s art style, dialogue, and lore to comment on real-world
issues. One of the first viral examples was the "Elden Ring but make it [X]" format, which
turned the game’s world into a canvas for absurdity—"Elden Ring but make it a Zoom meeting,"
"Elden Ring but make it my student loans." The template’s evolution mirrored the game’s own
reception: initially, it was a way for players to bond over shared frustration, but as outsiders
adopted it, the meme became a bridge between fandom and mainstream culture.

By mid-2023, the template had fractured into subgenres. There’s the lore-based variant, where
memes reimagine historical events or pop culture through Elden Ring’s lens (e.g., "The Trojan
War but make it the Shattering"). Then there’s the mechanics-driven approach, where players map
real-life tasks onto the game’s systems (e.g., "My gym routine but make it a Strength build").
Finally, the aesthetic meme—where the game’s visuals and tone are stripped of context and
repurposed for maximum irony (e.g., a Tarnished standing over a defeated "boss" labeled "My
Ex"). The template’s adaptability is its greatest strength, allowing it to mutate without losing
its core identity.

Core Mechanisms: How It Works

At its foundation, the Elden Ring meme template operates on three pillars: premise, execution,
and resonance . The premise is the hook—what’s being parodied or reimagined. Execution is how
the meme translates that premise into Elden Ring’s language, whether through visuals, text, or
both. Resonance is what makes it stick: the meme’s ability to evoke an emotional or intellectual
response in the audience. The best Elden Ring memes succeed because they balance these elements
perfectly, making the absurdity feel earned rather than forced.

The template’s versatility comes from Elden Ring’s own design. The game’s world is a patchwork
of myths, philosophies, and personal struggles, making it ripe for reinterpretation. A meme like
"Elden Ring but make it my therapy session" works because it taps into the game’s themes of
self-discovery and perseverance. Similarly, "Elden Ring but make it my side hustle" resonates
because it mirrors the grind of leveling up a character in response to real-world challenges.
The template thrives on this duality—it’s both a celebration of the game’s depth and a critique
of the systems it mirrors.

Key Benefits and Crucial Impact

The Elden Ring meme template hasn’t just entertained—it’s redefined how audiences engage with
gaming culture. It’s a testament to the internet’s ability to distill complex ideas into
shareable, digestible formats, but it’s also a reflection of the modern gamer’s relationship
with media. No longer content to be passive consumers, audiences are actively reshaping games
into tools for self-expression, using the Elden Ring meme template as a lens to examine
everything from capitalism to mental health. The template’s success lies in its ability to make



the abstract tangible, turning existential questions into memes that spread like wildfire.

What’s particularly striking about the template’s impact is its democratization of gaming humor.
Before Elden Ring, memes about games were often confined to niche communities or required deep
knowledge of the source material. The Elden Ring meme template, however, is accessible to
anyone—players and non-players alike—because it doesn’t rely on gameplay mechanics or lore.
Instead, it leverages the game’s universal themes: struggle, growth, and the occasional moment
of triumph. This accessibility has allowed the template to cross into mainstream spaces, from
corporate meme pages to political commentary, proving that gaming culture is no longer a silo
but a shared language.

"The Elden Ring meme template is the internet’s way of saying, ‘We get it—life is a boss fight,
and we’re all Tarnished.’ It’s not just humor; it’s a coping mechanism wrapped in a joke."

— Anonymous Reddit User, r/EldenRing

Major Advantages

Universal Appeal: The template transcends gaming fandoms, resonating with anyone who’s ever felt
like they’re fighting an unwinnable battle. Its themes—perseverance, failure, and eventual
victory—are relatable across cultures and demographics.

Endless Adaptability: Whether it’s politics ("Elden Ring but make it Congress"), relationships
("Elden Ring but make it my Tinder matches"), or even self-improvement ("Elden Ring but make it
my New Year’s resolution"), the template can be bent to fit any narrative.

Visual and Textual Flexibility: The meme format supports both image-based humor (e.g., edited
screenshots of bosses) and text-based jokes (e.g., Twitter threads comparing work to a quest for
the Elden Ring), making it versatile for different platforms.

Cultural Shorthand: The template has become a quick way to signal shared understanding within
online communities. Seeing an Elden Ring meme instantly communicates a certain mindset—one that
embraces struggle, irony, and dark humor.

Economic and Viral Potential: Brands, creators, and even politicians have capitalized on the
template’s reach, proving its value as a marketing tool. Its viral nature means that even a
single well-crafted Elden Ring meme can reach millions overnight.

Comparative Analysis

The Elden Ring meme template isn’t the first gaming meme to achieve such ubiquity, but it stands
apart from its predecessors in key ways. Below is a comparison with other major gaming meme
formats:

Feature

Elden Ring Meme Template

Other Gaming Memes (e.g., "Among Us" Sus, "Fortnite" Dance)

Scope of Adaptability

Nearly infinite—applies to any real-world scenario.

Limited to specific game mechanics or trends.



Audience Reach

Crosses into mainstream culture, appealing to non-gamers.

Primarily confined to gaming or niche internet communities.

Longevity

Evolves with cultural trends, remaining relevant for years.

Often tied to short-lived in-game events or trends.

Humor Style

Dark, existential, and often self-deprecating.

Usually lighthearted, ironic, or absurd.

Future Trends and Innovations

The Elden Ring meme template isn’t slowing down—it’s evolving. One likely trend is the
gamification of memes , where the template itself becomes a game. Imagine a Twitter thread where
users "level up" their memes by adding layers of Elden Ring lore or mechanics, or a TikTok
challenge where creators build increasingly complex Elden Ring-themed parodies. The template’s
future may also lie in interactive formats , such as AI-generated Elden Ring memes or
user-driven tools that let anyone create their own variations with minimal effort.

Another potential direction is the blurring of lines between meme and merchandise . Given the
template’s cultural footprint, we could see Elden Ring meme-inspired merch—think "I Survived the
Radahn of Deadlines" T-shirts or "My Soul is Linked to My Student Loans" mugs—becoming a
mainstream retail phenomenon. The template’s ability to merge gaming culture with real-world
struggles makes it a goldmine for brands looking to tap into the "gamer as relatable everyman"
narrative. As long as the internet continues to seek meaning in chaos, the Elden Ring meme
template will remain a vital tool for expression—one that’s as likely to outlast the game itself
as it is to inspire the next generation of digital humor.

Conclusion

The Elden Ring meme template is more than a joke—it’s a cultural artifact that captures the
essence of the digital age. In a world where everything feels like a grind, the template offers
a way to laugh at the struggle while acknowledging its validity. It’s a testament to the
internet’s ability to find humor in shared pain, to turn suffering into something shareable, and
to repurpose media into a language of its own. Whether it’s a Reddit user comparing their job to
a fight against Radahn or a TikToker framing their dating life as a quest for the Elden Ring,
the template has become a universal shorthand for the modern experience.

What’s most fascinating about the template’s rise is how it reflects the internet’s relationship
with gaming. No longer just a pastime, games like Elden Ring have become cultural touchstones,
their themes and aesthetics co-opted for everything from political commentary to self-help. The
Elden Ring meme template isn’t just a meme—it’s a symptom of a larger shift, where gaming
culture is no longer niche but a fundamental part of how we communicate, cope, and make sense of
the world. And if the template’s evolution is any indication, we’re only scratching the surface
of what it can become.



Comprehensive FAQs

Q: What exactly is the Elden Ring meme template?

The Elden Ring meme template is a flexible format where users reimagine real-world concepts
(jobs, relationships, hobbies) through the lens of Elden Ring’s world, mechanics, or aesthetic.
Examples include "Elden Ring but make it my gym routine" or visual memes featuring a Tarnished
defeating a "boss" labeled "My Landlord."

Q: Why is this template so popular compared to other gaming memes?

The template’s popularity stems from Elden Ring’s universal themes—struggle, perseverance, and
triumph—which resonate far beyond gaming. Its adaptability (text, visuals, or full narratives)
and the game’s dark, existential humor make it more relatable than most gaming memes, which
often rely on niche knowledge.

Q: Can non-players understand or create Elden Ring memes?

Absolutely. The template doesn’t require gameplay knowledge—it’s about recognizing the game’s
tone, aesthetic, and themes. Non-players can still craft effective memes by focusing on the
visual style (e.g., Tarnished silhouettes) or the game’s metaphorical language (e.g., "leveling
up" skills in real life).

Q: Are there any rules for creating Elden Ring memes?

Not strictly, but the best memes follow these loose guidelines: 1) Keep the Elden Ring
connection clear (visuals, text, or both). 2) Ensure the premise is relatable enough to
resonate. 3) Balance absurdity with a hint of truth—memes that feel too forced lose impact. The
template thrives on irony, so the more you lean into the contrast between the game’s fantasy and
real-world struggles, the stronger the meme.

Q: How has the Elden Ring meme template influenced other games?

It’s inspired a wave of "but make it [Game]" templates, though none have matched Elden Ring’s
versatility. Games like Hades and Dark Souls have seen similar trends, but Elden Ring’s blend of
open-world storytelling and punishing difficulty makes it uniquely meme-friendly. The template
has also encouraged developers to design games with "meme potential" in mind, knowing their
worlds could become cultural shorthand.

Q: Will the Elden Ring meme template fade over time?

Unlikely. Memes like this often evolve rather than die—think of how "Distracted Boyfriend" or
"Drake Hotline Bling" adapted to new contexts. The Elden Ring template’s longevity depends on
its ability to stay relevant, which it has proven by expanding into political satire, corporate
culture, and even mental health discussions. As long as the internet finds value in framing life
as a boss battle, the template will endure.

Q: Where can I find the best Elden Ring memes?

The best Elden Ring memes live on Reddit (r/EldenRing, r/memeeconomy) , Twitter/X (hashtags
#EldenRingMeme, #TarnishedMemes) , and TikTok (search "Elden Ring but...") . Platforms like
Imgur and 9GAG also host curated collections. For a more niche experience, check out Elden Ring
-themed Discord servers or fan art communities.



Q: Can brands or companies use the Elden Ring meme template for marketing?

Yes, but carefully. Brands like Nike, Headspace, and even fast-food chains have used Elden Ring
memes in campaigns, often framing products as "quest items" or struggles as "boss fights." The
key is authenticity—forced connections feel tone-deaf, while clever executions (like a mental
health app rebranding as a "Spirit Ashes" guide) resonate. Always credit the source and avoid
overcommercialization.

Q: Are there any ethical concerns with using Elden Ring memes?

Generally, no—but context matters. Memes that mock sensitive topics (e.g., mental health
struggles, trauma) risk being seen as tone-deaf. The Elden Ring template’s strength is its
ability to laugh at universal struggles, not to trivialize them. When in doubt, ask: Would a
Tarnished approve? If the answer’s no, reconsider.

Q: How can I create my own Elden Ring meme?

Start with a premise ("Elden Ring but make it my side hustle"). Use free tools like Photoshop,
Canva, or even AI image generators to overlay Elden Ring visuals (e.g., Tarnished sprites, boss
art). For text-based memes, mimic the game’s tone—short, punchy, and dripping with dark humor.
If you’re stuck, browse existing memes for inspiration and remix them with your own twist.

3. Frequently Asked Questions

Q: What is the main focus of this report?

A: To provide a clear, well-structured overview of How the *Elden Ring* Meme Template Became the
Internet’s Dark Souls, covering its key attributes, background, and current relevance.

Q: Who is this document for?

A: Researchers, analysts, students, and anyone seeking reliable information on the topic.

Q: How current is this information?

A: Our team reviews sources regularly to keep the material accurate and up to date.

4. Conclusion

In summary, How the *Elden Ring* Meme Template Became the Internet’s Dark Souls represents a
dynamic and evolving subject whose relevance continues to grow as new information emerges.

Disclaimer

The information in this document is for educational and research purposes only. While we strive
for accuracy, details are subject to change. Readers are encouraged to verify information
independently.


