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1. Introduction

This comprehensive report provides a detailed overview of How the Meme Template Comic People
Shaking Hands Became Internet. Our editorial team has compiled verified facts, recent updates,
and contextual background for researchers, professionals, and general readers alike.

Explore the origins, mechanics, and cultural impact of the iconic &quot;meme template comic
people shaking hands&quot; format—how it evolved from niche humor to a glob...

2. In-Depth Overview

The first time a handshake appeared in a digital meme, it wasn't as a symbol of agreement—it was
a glitch. In the early 2010s, distorted comic-style images of two stick figures extending hands
cropped up in forums like 4chan, their pixelated limbs frozen mid-gesture. What started as a

crude joke about failed negotiations or awkward introductions quickly mutated into something far
more potent: a visual shorthand for any transaction, whether literal or metaphorical. The "meme
template comic people shaking hands" wasn’t just a meme—it became a cultural syntax, a way to
compress complex social dynamics into a single, universally recognizable frame.

By 2015, the template had shed its origins in 4chan’s /b/ board and infiltrated mainstream

platforms. Reddit’s /memeeconomy turned it into a speculative market where users "traded" memes
like stocks, while Twitter repurposed it to mock everything from corporate mergers to political
alliances. The simplicity of the design—two identical figures, a single action—made it endlessly
adaptable. It wasn't just about handshakes anymore. It was about deals, betrayals, partnerships,

or even digital handshakes in the form of likes and shares. The template’s power lay in its
ambiguity: it could mean anything, which made it mean everything.

Today, the "meme template comic people shaking hands" exists in a paradoxical state: it's both a
relic of early internet humor and a living, breathing format. It's used to parody boardroom
negotiations, comment on geopolitical tensions, or even critique dating app interactions. Its
longevity isn’'t accidental—it's a product of meme culture’s evolutionary logic. Unlike fleeting
trends, this template thrived because it mirrored real-world behaviors: the handshake as a

ritual of trust, the comic style as a universal language of irony. But how did it get here? And

why does it still dominate?

The Complete Overview of the "Meme Template Comic People Shaking Hands" Phenomenon

The "meme template comic people shaking hands" is more than a visual gag—it's a case study in
how digital humor encodes human behavior. At its core, the template distills a universal gesture
into its most basic form: two entities (often anthropomorphized) engaging in a mutual exchange.
The comic-style art, characterized by bold outlines and minimal detail, strips away context,
forcing the viewer to project meaning onto the blank canvas. This intentional vagueness is what
makes the template so versatile. Whether it's used to mock a failed business handshake,
celebrate a virtual high-five, or critique diplomatic summits, the format’s strength lies in its
adaptability.

What sets this template apart from other viral formats is its semantic flexibility. Unlike memes
tied to specific jokes (e.g., "Distracted Boyfriend"), the handshake template operates as a
verb—it describes an action, not a fixed idea. This makes it a favorite among creators who want
to comment on current events without relying on dated references. The template’s rise also



coincides with the internet’s shift toward visual communication, where text alone can’t convey
nuance. A handshake meme can imply trust, deception, or even a power imbalance—all in a single
frame. Its persistence across platforms (from Twitter to Discord) proves that some humor
transcends mediums.

Historical Background and Evolution

The origins of the "meme template comic people shaking hands" can be traced to the early 2010s,
when 4chan’s /b/ board became a breeding ground for absurdist humor. The template emerged as a
derivative of stick figure comics, a format that predates the internet but found new life in

digital spaces. Early iterations were crude—often just two stick figures with exaggerated,

comically stiff handshakes—used to mock awkward social interactions or failed deals. The lack of
facial expressions or additional context forced viewers to fill in the blanks, a hallmark of

meme culture’s participatory nature.

By 2013, the template had evolved into a more polished comic-style format, influenced by
webcomics and early Tumblr art. Platforms like Reddit's /memeeconomy turned it into a
speculative tool, where users "traded" memes based on perceived virality. The template’s
simplicity made it easy to remix—artists could swap the handshake for other gestures

(high-fives, fist bumps) or alter the characters’ expressions to change the tone. Its crossover

into mainstream culture was cemented in 2016, when it became a staple in political satire, often
used to mock handshake-based diplomacy (e.g., Obama and Putin’s infamous 2013 summit). The
template’s ability to adapt to real-world events ensured its survival beyond the niche.

Core Mechanics: How It Works

The "meme template comic people shaking hands" operates on three key principles: abstraction,
participation, and contextual fluidity. Abstraction is achieved through the comic-style art,

which removes distracting details and focuses on the handshake as the sole point of interaction.
This minimalism invites the viewer to project their own interpretations, making the meme a
collaborative experience. Participation comes from the template’s remixability—users can alter
the characters, add text, or change the action to fit new scenarios. This DIY ethos aligns with
meme culture’s do-it-yourself ethos.

Contextual fluidity is the template’s greatest strength. Unlike memes tied to specific jokes,

the handshake format can be repurposed for any situation involving exchange, agreement, or
conflict. The lack of fixed meaning allows it to stay relevant across industries—from corporate
memes about mergers to gaming communities using it to celebrate in-game trades. The template’s
mechanics also rely on visual shorthand: the handshake itself is a universally recognized symbol
of trust, making it instantly decipherable even in non-native contexts.

Key Benefits and Crucial Impact

The "meme template comic people shaking hands" isn’t just a joke—it’s a cultural artifact that
reflects how digital communication has evolved. Its impact spans humor, politics, and even
business, proving that memes can function as a parallel language. The template’s ability to
distill complex social interactions into a single image makes it a powerful tool for commentary,
satire, and connection. It thrives in spaces where text alone fails to convey tone, irony, or
nuance.

>"A meme is a unit of cultural transmission, and the handshake template is one of the most
efficient units ever created—it carries meaning without words." — Nathan Jurgenson, Cultural



Theorist

The template’s versatility has made it a favorite among creators, brands, and even institutions.
Politicians use it to mock rivals, marketers repurpose it for campaigns, and gamers deploy it to
celebrate in-game achievements. Its adaptability ensures it remains relevant, even as internet
trends shift. The template’s success also highlights a broader truth: the most enduring memes
aren't just funny—they’re useful. They encode shared experiences and emotions in ways that

transcend language barriers.

Major Advantages

Universal Symbolism: The handshake is a globally recognized gesture, making the template
instantly understandable across cultures and languages.

Endless Remixability: The comic-style format allows for infinite variations—characters, actions,
and text can be swapped to fit any context.

Platform Agnostic: Whether on Twitter, Reddit, or Discord, the template adapts seamlessly to
different communication styles.

Satirical Flexibility: It can mock serious topics (e.g., political handshakes) or celebrate
trivial ones (e.g., "l traded my soul for this meme").

Low-Barrier Entry: The simplicity of the design means anyone can create or alter the template
without advanced skills.

Comparative Analysis

Meme Template: Comic People Shaking Hands
Other Viral Templates (e.g., "Distracted Boyfriend")
Highly abstract; meaning derived from context.
Fixed narrative; relies on established joke structure.
Used for satire, commentary, and celebration.
Primarily for humor or relatable scenarios.

Adapts to real-world events (e.g., diplomacy, business).
Often tied to specific cultural references.
Comic-style art ensures broad appeal.

Art style may limit remixability.

Future Trends and Innovations

The "meme template comic people shaking hands" isn’t fading—it's evolving. As Al-generated art
becomes more accessible, we'll likely see hyper-personalized versions of the template, where
users can input custom characters or scenarios. The template’s role in political and corporate
satire will also grow, as institutions increasingly use memes to communicate (or deflect).

Another trend is the gamification of the template—imagine a version where handshakes represent
in-game currency or social media engagement.



The template’s future may also lie in interactive formats. Imagine a Twitter poll where users
vote on whether a handshake meme represents trust or betrayal, or a Discord bot that generates
real-time handshake memes based on chat conversations. The template’s adaptability ensures it
will remain a staple of digital communication, long after its 2010s origins fade into nostalgia.

Conclusion

The "meme template comic people shaking hands" is more than a meme—it's a cultural shorthand for
the digital age. Its journey from 4chan joke to global communication tool illustrates how

internet humor encodes real-world behaviors. The template’s power lies in its simplicity: two

figures, one action, infinite meaning. It thrives because it mirrors how we interact—through

gestures, agreements, and misunderstandings.

As meme culture continues to evolve, this template will likely persist as a reminder of the
internet’s ability to turn trivial moments into universal symbols. Whether used to mock a failed
business deal or celebrate a virtual high-five, the handshake meme endures because it's
us—awkward, hopeful, and always negotiating.

Comprehensive FAQs
Q: Where did the "meme template comic people shaking hands" originally come from?

A: The template emerged in the early 2010s on 4chan’s /b/ board as a crude stick-figure joke
about awkward handshakes. It evolved into a polished comic-style format by 2013, influenced by
webcomics and Reddit's meme economy.

Q: Why is this template so popular compared to others?

A: Its popularity stems from three factors: universal symbolism (the handshake), remixability
(endless variations), and contextual flexibility (works for satire, celebration, or commentary).
Unlike fixed-joke memes, it adapts to any scenario.

Q: Can | legally use this template in my content?

A: Yes, but with caution. The template itself is in the public domain, but if you use
Al-generated or heavily modified versions, ensure you own the rights to the altered art. Always
credit original creators if remixing existing works.

Q: How do | create my own "handshake meme"?

A: Use tools like Photoshop, Canva, or Al generators (e.g., DALL-E) to recreate the comic-style
format. Keep it minimal: two identical figures, a handshake, and optional text. Stick to bold
outlines and avoid overcomplicating the design.

Q: Are there any famous examples of this meme being used in politics?

A: Yes. The template has been used to mock high-profile handshakes, such as Obama and Putin’s
2013 summit (where the meme implied distrust) and Trump’s meetings with foreign leaders (often
framed as "fake handshakes").

Q: Will this meme ever go out of style?

A: Unlikely. Its adaptability ensures it stays relevant, even as trends shift. Unlike fleeting
memes, the handshake template operates as a language—one that will likely persist in some form



for years.

3. Frequently Asked Questions

Q: What is the main focus of this report?

A: To provide a clear, well-structured overview of How the Meme Template Comic People Shaking
Hands Became Internet, covering its key attributes, background, and current relevance.

Q: Who is this document for?
A: Researchers, analysts, students, and anyone seeking reliable information on the topic.
Q: How current is this information?

A: Our team reviews sources regularly to keep the material accurate and up to date.

4. Conclusion

In summary, How the Meme Template Comic People Shaking Hands Became Internet represents a
dynamic and evolving subject whose relevance continues to grow as new information emerges.

Disclaimer

The information in this document is for educational and research purposes only. While we strive
for accuracy, details are subject to change. Readers are encouraged to verify information
independently.



