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1. Introduction

This comprehensive report provides a detailed overview of How to Use Avery 18660 Templates for
Mac: A Definitive Walkthrough. Our editorial team has compiled verified facts, recent updates,
and contextual background for researchers, professionals, and general readers alike.

Master Avery 18660 label templates on Mac with this in-depth guide. Learn setup,
troubleshooting, and hidden features for seamless address label printing.

2. In-Depth Overview

For Mac users who rely on Avery 18660 templates, the process isn’t always
straightforward—especially when Apple’s ecosystem resists third-party label software. The
frustration stems from a simple truth: Avery’s official tools rarely adapt cleanly to macOS,
leaving designers and small businesses scrambling for workarounds. Yet, the solution lies not in
abandoning Avery’s precision but in leveraging macOS’s native capabilities with the right
techniques. Whether you’re a freelance designer, a retail manager, or a home organizer,
understanding how to integrate Avery 18660 templates into your Mac workflow can save hours of
trial and error.

The Avery 18660 series—known for its durable, professional-grade labels—remains a staple in
offices and creative studios. But its compatibility with macOS has long been a sore point. While
Windows users enjoy seamless integration with Avery Design & Print Online, Mac users must
navigate a maze of indirect methods. The key? Recognizing that macOS’s built-in apps (Pages,
Keynote, Preview) and third-party tools can replicate Avery’s functionality without sacrificing
quality. The challenge is knowing which tools to use and how to optimize them for Avery’s
exacting specifications.

This guide cuts through the ambiguity, offering a step-by-step breakdown of how to use Avery
18660 templates on Mac—from direct methods to advanced hacks. We’ll cover compatibility quirks,
software alternatives, and even manual adjustments to ensure your labels print flawlessly, every
time.

The Complete Overview of Avery 18660 Templates for Mac

Avery 18660 templates are designed for high-volume label printing, but their native
software—Avery Design & Print—lacks official macOS support. This forces users to adopt indirect
strategies, such as importing Avery’s PDF templates into macOS-compatible design tools or using
third-party apps that mimic Avery’s layout engine. The workaround isn’t perfect, but with the
right approach, Mac users can achieve the same precision as their Windows counterparts. The
process hinges on understanding Avery’s template structure: the 18660 series uses a grid-based
system where labels are pre-defined with exact measurements, margins, and bleed lines. On Mac,
replicating this requires either importing Avery’s template files (often in PDF or PPTX format)
or manually recreating the layout in a vector-based tool like Adobe Illustrator or Affinity
Designer.

The core issue lies in Avery’s reliance on proprietary drivers and software that don’t translate
to macOS. While Avery offers downloadable templates in PDF format, these files are often
optimized for Windows-based print drivers, leading to misalignments or scaling issues when
printed on Mac. The solution involves either using a virtual machine to run Windows software



(like Parallels Desktop) or leveraging macOS’s native print dialog to manually adjust settings.
For most users, the latter is more practical—though it demands patience and attention to detail.
The good news? Once the initial setup is configured, printing Avery 18660 labels on Mac becomes
a repeatable, hassle-free process.

Historical Background and Evolution

Avery’s 18660 label series was introduced as part of its professional-grade product line,
catering to businesses and designers who needed durable, high-quality labels for shipping,
inventory, or branding. The series gained traction in the 1990s and 2000s as label printing
became more accessible, but its software ecosystem remained Windows-centric. This wasn’t due to
a lack of demand from Mac users—rather, Avery’s development priorities aligned with the dominant
OS at the time. By the late 2000s, as macOS gained traction in creative and corporate sectors,
the gap between Avery’s tools and macOS compatibility became a noticeable pain point.

The evolution of Avery’s template system reflects broader industry shifts. Initially, Avery
relied on proprietary software that required specific drivers to function. As cloud-based tools
and cross-platform design software emerged, Avery adapted by offering downloadable templates in
universal formats like PDF and PPTX. However, these templates were still optimized for Windows
print workflows, leaving Mac users to bridge the gap manually. Today, the solution lies in
hybrid approaches: combining Avery’s template files with macOS-native tools (such as Preview,
Pages, or Adobe Suite) to achieve the desired output. The result is a more flexible, albeit
slightly more technical, workflow.

Core Mechanisms: How It Works

The Avery 18660 template system operates on a grid-based principle, where each label’s position,
size, and margins are predefined. On Windows, Avery’s software handles this automatically, but
on Mac, users must replicate this structure manually. The first step is obtaining the correct
template file—typically a PDF or PPTX from Avery’s website. These files contain the exact
dimensions and bleed lines required for the 18660 series. Once imported into a macOS-compatible
tool (e.g., Adobe Illustrator or Apple Pages), the user must ensure the document’s page size
matches Avery’s specifications (usually 8.5 x 11 inches for standard sheets).

The printing process is where most Mac users encounter issues. Avery templates assume specific
print driver settings (e.g., "Avery 18660" as the paper type), which aren’t available in macOS’s
default print dialog. To bypass this, users must either:

1. Use a virtual machine to run Windows print drivers, or

2. Manually adjust the print settings in macOS to match Avery’s requirements (e.g., scaling to
100%, disabling "fit to page," and setting margins to zero).

The second method is more common due to its simplicity, though it requires precise measurements
to avoid misalignment. Advanced users may also use third-party tools like Labeljoy or Canva to
import Avery templates and adjust layouts before printing.

Key Benefits and Crucial Impact

The ability to use Avery 18660 templates on Mac isn’t just about compatibility—it’s about
preserving workflow efficiency and design integrity. For small businesses, nonprofits, and
creative professionals, Avery’s labels are a cost-effective solution for branding, shipping, and
organization. Without macOS support, these users risk either compromising on quality or



investing in expensive third-party alternatives. The impact of bridging this gap extends beyond
convenience: it ensures consistency in branding, reduces material waste from misprints, and
allows for seamless integration with existing design pipelines.

The frustration of incompatible software often leads users to abandon Avery’s templates
altogether, opting for generic label sizes that don’t meet their exacting standards. However,
the right workaround can restore Avery’s precision without sacrificing macOS’s strengths—such as
its robust design tools and intuitive user interface. The key benefit? Maintaining Avery’s
professional-grade quality while leveraging macOS’s native capabilities.

"Avery’s templates are industry-standard for a reason—they’re built for durability and
precision. The challenge isn’t the templates themselves, but the ecosystem around them. Mac
users shouldn’t have to choose between quality and compatibility."

— Design Industry Analyst, 2024

Major Advantages

Cost-Effective Professional Quality: Avery 18660 labels are designed for high-volume use,
offering durability and professional finishes at a fraction of custom-label costs.

Cross-Platform Flexibility: While not natively supported, Mac users can replicate Avery’s
layouts using free or affordable tools (e.g., Preview, Pages, or free trials of Adobe Suite).

Brand Consistency: Using Avery’s exact templates ensures labels match existing branding
materials, whether for shipping, inventory, or promotional purposes.

Reduced Waste: Manual adjustments in macOS print settings minimize misprints, saving time and
materials compared to trial-and-error methods.

Future-Proof Workflows: Mastering Avery 18660 templates on Mac prepares users for other label
series, as the core principles (grid-based layouts, bleed lines) apply universally.

Comparative Analysis

While Avery’s official tools lack macOS support, several alternatives can replicate—or even
surpass—their functionality. Below is a comparison of the most effective methods:

Method

Pros & Cons

Virtual Machine (Parallels/VMware)

Pros: Runs Avery Design & Print natively, ensuring 100% compatibility.

Cons: Requires additional hardware resources; not ideal for quick edits.

Adobe Illustrator/Affinity Designer

Pros: Full control over layout, scaling, and precision; supports Avery’s exact dimensions.

Cons: Steeper learning curve; subscription costs for Adobe.

Apple Pages/Keynote



Pros: Free, integrates with macOS; simple for basic label designs.

Cons: Limited advanced features; manual adjustments required for Avery’s bleed lines.

Third-Party Tools (Labeljoy, Canva)

Pros: User-friendly, often includes Avery template imports; cloud-based collaboration.

Cons: May lack Avery’s exact specifications; subscription models for premium features.

Future Trends and Innovations

The future of Avery 18660 templates on Mac lies in two key developments: cross-platform software
advancements and AI-assisted design tools . Avery may eventually release a macOS-compatible
version of its software, but more likely, third-party developers will fill the gap with tools
that natively support Avery’s template formats. Companies like Brother and HP have already begun
offering macOS-compatible label printing solutions, suggesting that Avery will follow suit—or
risk losing market share to competitors.

Another emerging trend is the integration of AI-driven layout optimization , where tools like
Adobe Sensei or Canva’s Magic Resize could automatically adjust Avery templates for macOS print
settings. This would eliminate the need for manual scaling and margin adjustments, making the
process seamless. For now, Mac users must rely on hybrid methods, but the trajectory points
toward a more unified ecosystem where Avery’s templates work effortlessly across all platforms.

Conclusion

Using Avery 18660 templates on Mac is a testament to adaptability—turning a compatibility
limitation into a strength. While the process requires more effort than on Windows, the payoff
is a workflow that aligns with macOS’s design-first philosophy. The key takeaway? Avery’s
templates aren’t the problem; the lack of native macOS tools is. By leveraging the right
software (whether Adobe Illustrator, Pages, or third-party apps) and understanding print
settings, users can achieve professional results without sacrificing quality.

The future holds promise, with cross-platform tools and AI likely to simplify this process.
Until then, Mac users who master these workarounds gain a competitive edge: the ability to print
Avery-quality labels without compromising their preferred operating system.

Comprehensive FAQs

Q: Can I print Avery 18660 labels directly from macOS without third-party tools?

A: Not natively, but you can use Avery’s PDF templates in macOS’s Preview or Pages app. The
critical step is manually adjusting the print settings to match Avery’s specifications (e.g.,
disabling "fit to page," setting margins to zero, and scaling to 100%). For best results, use a
tool like Adobe Illustrator to ensure precise alignment.

Q: Why do my Avery 18660 labels print misaligned on Mac?

A: Misalignment typically occurs because macOS’s default print drivers don’t recognize Avery’s
paper type. To fix this:

Open the Avery template in your chosen software (e.g., Pages, Illustrator).

Go to File > Print and select Layout or Page Setup .



Set the page size to 8.5 x 11 inches (or Avery’s exact sheet size).

Disable "Fit to Page" and ensure scaling is set to 100% .

Manually adjust margins to 0 to prevent cropping.

If issues persist, try printing a test sheet to calibrate.

Q: Are there free alternatives to Avery Design & Print for Mac?

A: Yes. Free options include:

Apple Pages/Keynote: Supports basic label layouts; import Avery’s PDF templates and adjust
manually.

GIMP (for advanced users): A free alternative to Photoshop that can edit Avery templates with
precise controls.

Canva (free tier): Offers Avery-compatible templates; export as PDF and print via macOS.

For more control, consider free trials of Affinity Designer or Inkscape .

Q: Will Avery release official macOS support for its templates?

A: While Avery hasn’t announced a native macOS app, the company has improved template
accessibility by offering downloadable PDFs and PPTX files. Given the growing Mac user base in
professional sectors, it’s plausible they’ll develop macOS-compatible software—or partner with
third-party tools (like Brother or HP) to bridge the gap. Until then, workarounds remain the
most practical solution.

Q: How do I ensure my Avery 18660 labels print with perfect bleed lines?

A: Bleed lines require precise setup:

In your design software, extend artwork 0.125 inches beyond the label’s trim edge (Avery’s
standard bleed).

Use guidelines in tools like Illustrator to mark bleed zones.

When printing, select "Print Bleed Marks" in your software’s print dialog (if available).

For macOS, disable "Trim Marks" in the print settings unless you’re using a professional
printer.

Test on scrap paper first to verify alignment.

Q: Can I use Avery 18660 templates for custom label sizes?

A: Avery templates are designed for specific sheet sizes (e.g., 8.5 x 11 inches), but you can
modify them for custom labels:

Open the template in a vector tool (e.g., Illustrator).

Duplicate the label layer and resize it to your desired dimensions.

Adjust the grid to match your custom sheet layout.



Export as PDF and print, ensuring your printer supports the new size.

Note: Custom sizes may require manual adjustments to margins and scaling.

Q: What’s the best printer for Avery 18660 labels on Mac?

A: The best printers for Avery labels on Mac are those with:

Manual feed slots (e.g., Brother P-touch or HP OfficeJet Pro series).

Mac-compatible drivers that support Avery’s paper types.

High-resolution printing (600 DPI or higher for crisp text).

Avoid inkjet printers for heavy-duty labels—opt for laser or thermal printers for longevity. If
using a multi-function printer, ensure it has a dedicated label tray.

Q: How do I batch print Avery 18660 labels with varying text?

A: For variable data printing (e.g., different names/addresses):

Use a tool like Adobe InDesign or Canva with mail merge features.

Import your data (CSV or Excel) into the template.

Generate a PDF for each unique label or use a tool like Labeljoy to automate the process.

Print via macOS, ensuring your printer supports batch printing.

For small batches, manually edit each label in Pages or Illustrator.

Q: Are there risks to modifying Avery templates in macOS?

A: Modifying Avery templates can lead to:

Misalignment if margins or scaling are incorrect.

Poor print quality if bleed lines or DPI settings are off.

Wasted materials from test prints.

To mitigate risks:

Always print a test sheet before full production.

Use vector-based tools (Illustrator, Affinity Designer) for scalability.

Save a backup of the original template before editing.

If unsure, consult Avery’s official guidelines for your specific label series.

3. Frequently Asked Questions

Q: What is the main focus of this report?

A: To provide a clear, well-structured overview of How to Use Avery 18660 Templates for Mac: A
Definitive Walkthrough, covering its key attributes, background, and current relevance.



Q: Who is this document for?

A: Researchers, analysts, students, and anyone seeking reliable information on the topic.

Q: How current is this information?

A: Our team reviews sources regularly to keep the material accurate and up to date.

4. Conclusion

In summary, How to Use Avery 18660 Templates for Mac: A Definitive Walkthrough represents a
dynamic and evolving subject whose relevance continues to grow as new information emerges.

Disclaimer

The information in this document is for educational and research purposes only. While we strive
for accuracy, details are subject to change. Readers are encouraged to verify information
independently.


