
The Art of Virality: How to
Make Dank Meme Templates That

Dominate Reddit

Comprehensive Research & Analysis Report

Author: Diagram Database

Generated on: July 21, 2026



1. Introduction

This comprehensive report provides a detailed overview of The Art of Virality: How to Make Dank
Meme Templates That Dominate. Our editorial team has compiled verified facts, recent updates,
and contextual background for researchers, professionals, and general readers alike.

Learn the psychology, tools, and technical tricks behind crafting Reddit’s most shared dank meme
templates—from layout to humor timing. Master the formula fo...

2. In-Depth Overview

Reddit’s meme ecosystem thrives on repetition—yet the best templates aren’t just recycled jokes.
They’re surgical combinations of layout, timing, and cultural resonance. The difference between
a template that fades into obscurity and one that spawns a million edits lies in the details:
the font choice that screams irony, the color palette that triggers nostalgia, or the subtle
text alignment that makes the punchline land harder. This isn’t about luck; it’s about
reverse-engineering why certain templates become untouchable.

Take Distracted Boyfriend, for example. Its template wasn’t just a static image—it was a visual
metaphor for modern infidelity, repackaged for every relationship dynamic from politics to
gaming. The genius? It worked because the template’s structure invited customization without
losing its core meaning. Reddit users didn’t just edit it; they expanded it. That’s the hallmark
of a dank meme template: it’s a framework, not a finished product.

The process starts with understanding Reddit’s meme lifecycle. A template doesn’t go viral
overnight—it’s a slow burn. First, it’s a niche joke in a specific subreddit (e.g.,
r/okbuddyretard or r/AdviceAnimals). Then, it gets repurposed by larger communities (r/memes,
r/dankmemes) until it achieves template status—the point where the original joke is forgotten,
but the structure remains. The templates that survive this evolution share three traits:
scalability (works across topics), visual clarity (reads at a glance), and humor elasticity
(adapts to new contexts). Ignore these, and your template will be another forgotten Photoshop
file in a forgotten Google Drive.

The Complete Overview of How to Make Dank Meme Templates for Reddit

Creating a Reddit-worthy meme template isn’t about Photoshop skills—it’s about structural humor
. The best templates solve a problem: they provide a visual shorthand for a joke that’s too
complex to explain in text. Think of them as Lego blocks for irony . The template Distracted
Boyfriend didn’t just show a guy looking at another woman—it embodied the concept of divided
attention. That’s the difference between a meme and a template: one is a joke; the other is a
system for generating jokes.

The process begins with cultural scavenging . The most successful templates borrow from existing
trends—whether it’s a movie trope ("This Is Fine" dog), a video game reference ("Skibidi Toilet"
layouts), or a historical meme ("Wojak" faces). The key is repurposing with a twist : take a
familiar element (e.g., a sad anime girl) and pair it with an unexpected context (e.g.,
corporate meetings). Reddit users don’t want novelty; they want familiarity with a punchline .
The template’s job is to deliver the setup, so the edit can focus on the delivery.

Historical Background and Evolution



Dank meme templates didn’t emerge in a vacuum. They’re the descendants of 4chan’s image macros ,
which in turn evolved from early internet forums’ ASCII art . By the time Reddit’s r/funny
became the default meme hub, templates had already undergone two critical mutations:

1. The Rise of the "Template Economy" : Subreddits like r/memetemplates and r/dankmemes began
curating and refining templates, turning meme-making into a collaborative craft.

2. The Death of the Original Joke : Early memes ("Rage Comics") relied on the joke being tied to
the image. Dank templates inverted this—now, the image was just a container for the joke. The
template Success Kid (the kid with the thumbs-up) became iconic not because of its origin, but
because it could express any positive outcome.

The turning point came when templates started self-referencing . Memes like "This Is Fine"
didn’t just depict a dog—they commented on meme culture itself. This meta-humor became the
blueprint for modern templates: they had to be self-aware enough to survive repurposing , yet
simple enough to be edited by anyone with a phone.

Core Mechanisms: How It Works

The anatomy of a viral template follows a three-act structure :

1. The Hook (Visual Anchor) : A recognizable character, object, or layout that grabs attention.
Examples:

- Distracted Boyfriend: The guy looking at another woman.

- Drake Hotline Bling: The phone with the "Maybe" text.

- Wojak: The sad, scruffy man face.

The hook must be instantly decodable —no one should need to read the text to understand the
template’s purpose.

2. The Framework (Editable Zones) : Areas designed for customization. The best templates have:

- One primary editable zone (e.g., the "girlfriend" in Distracted Boyfriend).

- Secondary zones for context (e.g., the "other woman" as a metaphor for "distraction").

- Text placeholders that guide the edit (e.g., "When you see [X] but have [Y]").

3. The Punchline Trigger : A structural element that makes the joke land. This could be:

- Contrast ("This is fine" vs. a burning room).

- Absurdity ("Skibidi Toilet"’s chaotic layout).

- Nostalgia (using old-school fonts or pixel art).

The mechanics of editing matter just as much as the template itself. Reddit users won’t engage
with a template that’s too rigid (e.g., a template where the text is locked in place) or too
vague (e.g., a blank canvas that requires too much effort). The sweet spot is a template that
feels constrained enough to be funny, but flexible enough to be reused .

Key Benefits and Crucial Impact



A well-crafted dank meme template doesn’t just spread—it reshapes conversations . On Reddit,
templates become lingua franca for communities. A template like "Two Buttons" (the "Yes" and
"No" buttons) didn’t just make jokes easier; it standardized how people framed dilemmas , from
gaming choices to political debates. The impact isn’t just viral reach; it’s cultural shorthand
.

The psychology behind this is simple: lazy humor works . Reddit users are overstimulated—they
don’t want to create a joke; they want to participate in one . A great template provides the
skeleton , so the edit can focus on the flesh . This is why templates like "Surreal Memes"
(e.g., "This is fine" with increasingly absurd backgrounds) thrive—they reduce cognitive load .
The template does the heavy lifting; the edit just adds the punchline.

"A meme template is like a joke’s DNA. The better the template, the more mutations it can
survive—and the more it spreads."

— u/MemeLord69 , r/dankmemes moderator (2017–2023)

Major Advantages

Scalability Across Topics : A template like "Wojak" works for depression, gaming, politics, and
even corporate life because it’s a universal emotional stand-in . The more contexts it fits, the
longer it stays relevant.

Low Barrier to Entry : Reddit’s audience ranges from casual browsers to power editors. A
template must be editable by a 12-year-old but still deep enough for a meme connoisseur to
appreciate.

Built-In Virality : Templates that encourage remixing (e.g., "Two Buttons" with swapped options)
create chain reactions . Each edit becomes a new meme, which gets shared, which spawns more
edits.

Community Ownership : The best templates feel like collaborative art . Users don’t just edit
them—they argue about them , which fuels engagement. Example: "Is the 'other woman' in
Distracted Boyfriend always evil, or can she be neutral?"

Longevity Through Adaptation : Unlike one-hit-wonder memes, templates evolve . "This Is Fine"
started as a single image, then became a series, then a template for any situation where someone
downplays a crisis.

Comparative Analysis

Not all meme templates are created equal. Below is a breakdown of high-impact vs. low-impact
templates based on key metrics:

High-Impact Template Traits

Low-Impact Template Traits

Universal Emotion : Works across cultures/languages (e.g., "Wojak" for sadness, "Skibidi Toilet"
for chaos).

Modular Design : Editable elements are swappable (e.g., "Two Buttons" lets you change both
options).



Self-Referential Humor : The template comments on meme culture (e.g., "This Is Fine" with
increasingly absurd edits).

Nostalgia Trigger : Uses retro aesthetics (e.g., 2000s fonts, old-school pixel art).

Niche-Specific : Only works for one subreddit (e.g., a template about a single game).

Overly Complex : Requires advanced editing (e.g., layered Photoshop files with locked elements).

No Punchline Trigger : The joke relies entirely on the edit , not the template’s structure.

Static Layout : No room for creative reinterpretation (e.g., a template where the text is
fixed).

Future Trends and Innovations

The next wave of dank meme templates will be shaped by two forces : AI-assisted creation and
cross-platform adaptation . Currently, templates are static—but emerging tools like MidJourney
or DALL·E could enable dynamic templates where the background or characters change based on the
edit . Imagine a "Distracted Boyfriend" template where the "other woman" is generated by AI to
match the edit’s tone.

Another trend is interactive templates . Reddit’s shift toward rich media (GIFs, videos) means
templates will evolve from static images to short loops or even mini-games . Example: A "Two
Buttons" template where clicking the buttons triggers a reaction (e.g., a sound effect or a
follow-up meme). The challenge? Keeping it lightweight enough for mobile users while still being
shareable .

The biggest wild card? Templates as NFTs . Some creators are already experimenting with
blockchain-based meme templates , where edits are tracked and royalties are shared. Whether this
catches on depends on whether Reddit’s community sees it as innovation or corporate creep —but
the tech is already here.

Conclusion

The art of crafting a Reddit-worthy meme template isn’t about being the first to post—it’s about
being the last to forget . The templates that dominate aren’t the ones with the most likes;
they’re the ones that outlive their creators . "Distracted Boyfriend" didn’t die because it was
overused; it thrived because it was useful .

The key takeaway? Templates are tools, not art . They exist to amplify jokes , not to be
admired. The best creators don’t chase trends—they build frameworks that let others chase them.
And in the end, that’s why "Wojak" still rules, why "Drake Hotline Bling" never fades, and why
every new template is just another attempt to capture the same magic .

Comprehensive FAQs

Q: Where do I find inspiration for new meme templates?

A: Start with Reddit’s template graveyard —subreddits like r/memetemplates and r/okbuddyretard
archive dead templates that can be revived with a twist . Also scour:

- Failed templates (e.g., a template that didn’t catch on but has strong structural potential ).

- Video game cutscenes (e.g., "Skibidi Toilet" came from a glitch in a YouTuber’s video).



- Historical memes (e.g., "All Your Base Are Belong to Us"’s layout can be repurposed).

The goal isn’t to copy—it’s to borrow the DNA and mutate it.

Q: What software should I use to create templates?

A: For beginners, Canva or Photoshop’s "Quick Actions" are sufficient. For advanced users:

- Photoshop/Illustrator : Best for custom layouts and layered edits .

- GIMP (Free) : A Photoshop alternative for non-destructive editing .

- Procreate (iPad) : Ideal for hand-drawn templates (e.g., "Wojak" faces).

Avoid overly complex files —Reddit users won’t edit a 50-layer PSD. Keep it simple and
exportable (PNG with transparency).

Q: How do I test if my template will go viral?

A: The three-stage test :

1. Internal Audit : Ask yourself—can I edit this template in 10 seconds ? If not, it’s too
complex.

2. Subreddit Trial : Post in niche subs (r/AdviceAnimals, r/Showerthoughts) to see if it spawns
edits .

3. The "Would I Repost This?" Rule : If you wouldn’t share it yourself, neither will others .

Pro tip: Use Reddit’s "Edit History" to see how many times a template has been reposted. If it’s
under 50 edits in a month, it’s likely dead.

Q: Can I legally use copyrighted images in templates?

A: Yes, but with caveats . Reddit’s fair use policy allows templates to use transformative edits
of copyrighted material (e.g., "Distracted Boyfriend" uses a stock photo but changes the context
). However:

- Avoid directly stealing (e.g., using a movie character without alteration).

- Credit sources if possible (e.g., "Based on [Image Source]").

- If a copyright holder complains, remove the template immediately . Most subs have auto-mod
bots that flag violations.

Q: How do I name my template for maximum discoverability?

A: The name should be:

- Descriptive but short (e.g., "Distracted Boyfriend" > "Guy Looking at Hot Girl").

- Search-friendly (include keywords like "template", "meme", or "edit").

- Memorable (e.g., "Two Buttons" > "Decision Meme").

Avoid overused terms like "Best Meme Ever"—Reddit’s algorithm penalizes clickbait titles .
Example of a strong name :



- "When [X] but have [Y]" (works for any scenario).

- "[Character] [Action] [Context]" (e.g., "Wojak Regrets Life Choices").

Test names in Google Trends to see if they’re already saturated.

Q: What’s the biggest mistake new template makers make?

A: Overcomplicating the joke . New creators often:

- Lock too many elements (e.g., a template where the text is fixed).

- Make it too specific (e.g., a template about "only one game").

- Ignore the "editability" factor (e.g., a template with hidden layers ).

The #1 rule : Your template should be editable by a Reddit noob in under 30 seconds . If it
requires a tutorial, it’s dead before it starts.

Q: How do I submit my template to Reddit without getting buried?

A: Follow the "Golden Hour" strategy :

1. Post in the right sub : r/memetemplates, r/dankmemes, or topic-specific subs (e.g.,
r/gamingmemes).

2. Use a strong title : "[Template Name] – [Use Case Example]" (e.g., "Distracted Boyfriend –
For When You’re Tempted by [X]").

3. Engage immediately : Reply to the first 5 comments with examples of edits to boost engagement
.

4. Avoid karma-grabbing : Don’t post in r/funny or r/memes unless it’s already proven in niche
subs.

5. Cross-post strategically : If it blows up in r/okbuddyretard, repurpose the template for
r/AdviceAnimals with a new angle.

Q: Are there any Reddit communities dedicated to template creation?

A: Yes—here are the most active :

- r/memetemplates : The official hub for sharing and discussing templates.

- r/dankmemes : Focuses on high-impact, shareable templates .

- r/AdviceAnimals (Template Section) : Where many classic templates (e.g., "You Got This")
originated.

- r/Showerthoughts (Meme Templates) : For philosophical or absurd templates .

- r/PhotoshopRequests : If you need custom template designs made by others.

Pro tip : Check each sub’s rules —some ban self-promotion or require original work .

Q: How do I monetize a successful meme template?

A: Direct monetization is rare , but you can:



- Sell custom edits (via Etsy, Fiverr, or Patreon ).

- License the template to brands (e.g., a gaming company using "Two Buttons" for ads).

- Create a "Template Pack" (sell a ZIP file with 10+ related templates on Gumroad).

- Affiliate marketing : Link to Photoshop tutorials or meme-making tools in your post.

Warning : Reddit’s self-promotion rules are strict— don’t spam links . Build a separate site or
Patreon for monetization.

Q: What’s the shelf life of a meme template?

A: Most templates follow this cycle:

- Phase 1 (0–3 months) : Rapid adoption, high edit volume .

- Phase 2 (3–12 months) : Niche repurposing (e.g., "Distracted Boyfriend" in corporate memes).

- Phase 3 (1–5 years) : Cultural reference (e.g., "Wojak" is now a stock character ).

- Phase 4 (5+ years) : Retro revival (e.g., "Rage Comics" making a comeback).

Exception : Templates tied to specific events (e.g., "Harlem Shake" memes) die faster. Evergreen
templates (emotion-based, like "Wojak") last decades.

3. Frequently Asked Questions

Q: What is the main focus of this report?

A: To provide a clear, well-structured overview of The Art of Virality: How to Make Dank Meme
Templates That Dominate, covering its key attributes, background, and current relevance.

Q: Who is this document for?

A: Researchers, analysts, students, and anyone seeking reliable information on the topic.

Q: How current is this information?

A: Our team reviews sources regularly to keep the material accurate and up to date.

4. Conclusion

In summary, The Art of Virality: How to Make Dank Meme Templates That Dominate represents a
dynamic and evolving subject whose relevance continues to grow as new information emerges.

Disclaimer

The information in this document is for educational and research purposes only. While we strive
for accuracy, details are subject to change. Readers are encouraged to verify information
independently.


